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From the moment you find out you are having 
a baby, there are a seemingly endless number 
of decisions to be made – 

• Choosing your baby’s name
• Continuing to work or stay at home
• Finding the best childcare option
• Selecting your baby’s pediatrician
• Finding the perfect car seat, stroller, 

diapers, formula, etc…

Don’t let the excitement and challenges 
of bringing home a new baby cause you 
to overlook the important process of 
estate planning. The preparation of legally 
binding estate planning documents that are 
customized to your unique situation is crucial 
to protecting and providing for your children 
should you become unable to do so. 

GSRM’s team of experienced estate planning 
attorneys can guide you through the 
preparation and execution of estate planning 
documents that are custom designed to fit 
your family’s particular needs and goals. 

Legal services include:
• Wills
• Trusts
• Financial and Heathcare Powers of Attorney
• Living Wills
• Estate Administration
• Estate Litigation
• Tax Planning 
• Conservatorships

If we can be of assistance or if 
you have any questions or would 
like additional information,  
please contact us at rhazard@
gsrm.com or 615.921.4271. 



1. Will Preparation
The most common and well known estate planning instrument is the Will. A Will is an individual’s written 
directions for the transfer of his or her property upon death. A Will must be executed as required by 
law in order to be valid. Everyone should have a Will, regardless of whether or not your assets are of 
significant value. If you die without a Will, your assets will pass according to Tennessee intestacy law. 
Unfortunately, Tennessee’s intestate distribution scheme is typically more expensive to administer 
and usually does not distribute your property in the way you would choose. New parents should 
consider nominating a trustee or custodian to supervise and manage your children’s inheritances until 
your children reach an age where they are mature and responsible enough to manage on their own.

2. Guardianship Selection
If you have minor children, you’ll want to plan for what would happen in the unlikely event that both 
parents die. For many people, choosing the personal guardian of their minor children is the single most 
important and difficult decision that they need to make during the estate planning process. The decision 
and discussion should involve a thorough consideration of all of the qualified family members and close 
friends, their relative ages, their health, the perceived stability of their marriages, and their geographical 
proximity to where you would like your children to be raised. 

3. Executor Selection
The executor is the person you appoint to be in charge immediately after your death to ensure your estate 
plan is carried out as you intended. Because every estate and every family is unique, when choosing an 
executor, your decision should involve discussion 
and consideration of many factors including the 
size of your estate, the complexity of your financial 
affairs and how well family members get along. The 
executor’s job is usually finished within 9-18 months 
after the death has occurred. 

4. Healthcare Directives
Healthcare directives include medical powers 
of attorney and living wills. A healthcare power 
of attorney is a special document that allows 
someone else to make healthcare decisions for 
you if you cannot do so yourself. He or she must 
follow the directions you state in your durable 
power of attorney for healthcare. These directions 
generally allow your attorney-in-fact for healthcare 
to consent, refuse or take away any care, treatment, 
service or procedure. A Living Will is a legal 
document that allows a competent person to 
accept, refuse, stop, or otherwise decide about 
medical care, especially treatment that keeps him 
or her alive when the person’s condition is terminal.
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Rob is an attorney and CPA who provides 
families and individuals with comprehensive 
estate planning solutions that are tailored to 
their unique needs and goals. He assists clients 
with all aspects of estate and trust planning, 
including the creation of wills, trusts, financial 
and medical durable powers of attorney, as 
well as the administration of trust and probate 
estates.
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